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Sir: 

Applicants wish to make of record in the above-captioned application the 
following documents: 

US Patent No. 4,435,080 (attached); 
US Patent No. 6,167,752 (attached); 
US Patent No. 5,905,196 (attached); 

DE No. 68919256 (and English language abstract-attached); 

an article by Skytt et al., "A New Rheometer Measuring Infrared Dichroism in 
Molten Polymers Subjected to Transient and Steady Shear Flow" (to follow); and 

an article by Matsuzaka et al., "A Rheo-Optical Apparatus for Simultaneous 
Detection of Rheology, Small -Angle Light Scattering, and Optical Microscopy Under 
Transient, Oscillatory, and Continuous Shear Flows" (to follow). 
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The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any 
such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. 
Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent reference against 
the claims of the present application. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with a 
new U.S. application. Therefore no certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 
37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to confirm receipt and consideration of 
the foregoing documents by initialing and returning a copy of the accompanying form 



CROWELL & MORING LLP 
Intellectual Property Group 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, DC 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
Facsimile No.: (202) 628-8844 



PTO-1449. 




Respectfully submitted, 



February 24, 2004 
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